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tsi NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 





4 : 23 March 1970 


THE NRO STAFF 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, NATIONAL RECONKAISSANCE OFFICE ON 
SUBJECT: SR~71 Accident History 


= In response to a query from the House Armed Service 
- Committee, I accompanied Mr. Frank Fishburne (AFABF) and 
Lt Col Tom Jones (AFSDCP), on 21 March 1970 to Congressman 
| George H. Mahon's office to handcarry and discuss the SR-71 
. n ' accident history. Query and resultant discussion was the 
3 result of an article which appeared on 20 March in the 


=e" Washington Post, Article was based on SAFOI prepared re- 
lease in response to questions by Ted Sell, Los Angeles 
Times, 


We were greeted by Mr. George Preston, He reviewed 
the attached documents and indicated that he was satisfied 
that accidents did not have any established pattern or 
trend, 


Mr. Preston was advised that the release prepared by 
SAFOI included reports on two accidents that are not re- 
flected in the Air Force SR-71 inventory since these 
two aircraft were YF-12/SR-71 prototypes that were in 
actuality "black aircraft". He stated that he understood, 


The two YF-12/SR-71 prototypes/test bed referred to 
in attachment 3 were actually A-12's, No reference or 
discussion was made to CIA, OXCARTS, A-12's or the NRO. 








4 Attachments e Xs 2° 
1. Answer to Query Director of Operations 

2. Wash Post Article Program D 
3, Wrk Cy SR-~71 Type A/C ; 
Accident Summary 
4. AF SR71 A/C Program 


CC: OSA Security an 7 
LDOF-23-O062— 
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SUDJEcT; S$R-71 Typo Aircrs?t Accidents 
Le Reference our previous paper listing seven each SR-71 a“ 
aircraft accidents resulting in total losses and one | | 
iucident. The aircraft involved in tho incident is 
reparable, | 
2. Thero wore a total of nine losses, seven SR-71's and 
two additional YF/SR-71 typo aircraft losses, The two 
adeitiozal losses were proto-type aircreft. The proto- 
typo aircraft ionses aro as follows. . | 

& Jan C7, Loith, Novada area (pilot fatality) 

< oun 63, Pacific srea, between C:inawa/Manila 

(pilot fatality) | 

2, Nows releases indicate a total of nine losses (seven 
~.e7ic, plus two YF/SR-71 type sircreft) and do not include 
SOD Cc S2-71 that wes involved in a ground incident. | 


Z..9 Siresalt involvod in the incidont is reparable and was 


not s total loss. 
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